Application Serial No. 09/869,082 
Amendment dated December 17, 2004 
Reply to Office action of September 17, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 through 19. (Cancelled) 

20 (currently amended): An apparatus for processing of a sample comprising: 
cov e rs li p for a microscope slide 

a coverslip having a concave well disposed on said slide: 

wh erein said concave well a p ort io n of sa id c o versl i p i s co n cav e th ere by e ncl o s ing 
having a known volume: 

wherein said concave well encloses said known volume when placed onto said 
microscope slide. 

21 (currently amended): The apparatus c o v er s lip of claim 20 further comprising 
reagents dried thereon. 

22 (currently amended): A c om b in at io n of t he c o ve r s lip The apparatus of claim 20, 
further comprising a mi c ro sc ope sli d e a n d an insert sandwiched between a portion of said 
coverslip and said microscope slide. 

23 (currently amended): The apparatus co mbin at ion of claim 22 wherein said insert 
comprises a control sample. 

24 (currently amended): The apparatus cov er s lip of claim 20 wherein said coverslip is 
labeled with a barcode or text. 

25 (cunrently amended): A method of performing an assay on a biological sample on a 
microscope slide, comprising: 

a) placing a biological sample on a microscope slide; 

b) providing a coverslip having a concav e well having a known volume: 

b) placing the coverslip of c l ai m 20 on said microscope slide; 

c) allowing water, buffer or reagent to flow into the k no wn vo l um e be t wee n sa id 
mic r oscope s lide a n d sa id c o v er s l ip concave well : and 

d) allowing a reaction to occur. 
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26 (original): The method of claim 25 wherein said coverslip comprises a reagent 
predried onto it. 

27 through 43 (cancelled). 

44 (New): A system for performing an assay on a biological sample on a microscope 
slide, comprising: 

means for placing a biological sample on a microscope slide; 

means for providing a coverslip having a concave well having a known volume; 

means for placing coverslip on said microscope slide; 

means for allowing water, buffer or reagent to flow into the concave well; and 

means for allowing a reaction to occur. 
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